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This  message  is  sincerely 
dedicated  to  all  who  are 
willing  to  believe  that,  if 
and  when,  The  Way  of  Life, 
according  to  Jesus,  is  really 
tried,  there  will  be  Peace 
for  ALL  Mankind. 


Copyrighted  1943  by 
J.  H.  Langenwalter 
Reedley,  California 
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WELCOME 

Teachers  and  writers  are  hosts.  They  have  the 
privilege  of  inviting  “guests”  to  share  food  for  thought 
with  them.  The  true  host  offers  his  guests  the  best 
he  has  without  asking  them  to  accept  more  than 
they  find  good  for  themselves.  His  chief  desire  is 
for  a spirit  of  wholesome  fellowship  in  which  life 
means  more  than  logic  and  the  value  of  persons  more 
than  the  incidents  which  surround  our  efforts. 

On  this  occassion  the  undersigned  welcomes  the 
reader  to  share  with  him  a brief  study  on  Peace,  as 
Jesus  thought  of  it.  Whether  all  readers  agree  with 
the  author  is  not  his  chief  concern.  He  hopes  that 
they  may  get  some  food  for  thought  from  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  Great  Teacher  looked  upon  The  Way 
of  Life  for  ALL  Mankind  as  making  for  Peace,  as 
He  thought  of  it,  and  lived  it. 

Jesus  approached  the  truth  of  this  statement  from 
at  least  ten  angles. 

I.  He  discounted  mere  numbers.  Crowds  were  of 
little  importance  to  Him. 

II.  He  emphasized  the  value  of  those  who  recognize 
their  needs,  and  are  willing  to  learn. 

III.  He  recognized  the  possible  usefulness  of  those 
upon  whose  lives  severe  limitations  have  been  placed. 

IV.  He  paid  a most  interesting  tribute  to  the  per- 
son who  is  trying  to  find  his  place,  and  to  fill  it 
well. 

V.  He  definitely  grafted  the  idea  of  righteousness 
into  the  primary  needs  and  interests  of  men. 
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VI.  He  revealed  the  great  possibilities  which  are 
open  to  a life  given  to  kindly,  fearless  helpfulness. 

VII.  He  showed  the  importance  of  those  who  “Come 
clean”  in  the  part  they  play  in  this  world. 

VIII.  He  used  the  word  “Peace”  sparingly  but  He 
put  a challenging  content  into  it  when  He  did  use  it. 

IX.  Pie  did  not  present  the  Kingdom  of  God  as 
a Pollyanna  affair.  Its  Peace  means  the  Way  of 
Life  requiring  all  of  the  vigor  and  vitality  of  which 
the  best  of  human  beings  are  capable. 

X.  He  showed  His  followers  that  they  had  a real 
part  to  play  in  life.  He  led  them  to  expect  that 
their  abilities  would  be  taxed  to  the  utmost,  and 
their  characters  to  the  limit  of  their  endurance.  How- 
ever, Pie  did  this  in  a most  encouraging  and  in  a 
definitely  challenging  way. 

If  this  menu  appeals  to  you,  kind  Reader,  I bid 
you  welcome  to  share  it  with  me  as  thoughtfully  and 
as  humbly  as  I have  tried  to  present  it. 

J.  H.  Langenwalter 


FOREWORD 


The  events  of  recent  months  have  shown  more  and 
more  clearly  that  human  progress  can  neither  be 
made  nor  maintained  unless,  and  until,  we  learn  to 
think  and  act  in  terms  of  well-being  for  all  mankind. 
This  calls  for  a way  of  life  which  grants  to  all  human 
beings  the  right  to  be  well-born  and  well-reared  and 
the  right  to  the  joy  of  their  achievements. 

In  the  light  of  the  foregoing,  this  study  of  the  four 
Gospels  has  been  undertaken,  guided  by  the  theme 
that,  according  to  Jesus,  Peace  is  the  Way  of  life 
for  ALL  Mankind.  In  this  study  it  is  assumed  that 
Jesus  suggested  and  revealed,  in  thought-provoking 
ways  more  than  in  commands,  what  He  expected  of 
His  followers. 

Jesus  treated  the  subject  of  Peace  as  though  it 
referred  to  a state  of  mind,  or  an  attitude,  more  than 
a program  to  be  organized  and  defended.  That  is 
why  His  opponents  found  it  so  difficult  to  understand 
Him.  Their  approach  demanded  immediate  objectives 
to  be  enforced  in  order  that  there  might  be  quiet; 
His  approach  dealt  with  ultimate  objectives  to  be 
attained  by  the  development  of  human  beings  accord- 
ing to  the  intent  of  God.  That  would  make  for 
Peace. 

Motives  played  a large  part  in  the  teachings  of 
Jesus.  To  Him  personality  was  above  things.  Thing- 
mindedness  was  treated  as  a very  dangerous  factor 
in  human  experience.  Men  were  pictured  as  being  in 
constant  danger  of  turning  from  a God-centered  to 
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a self-centered  life  because  of  supposed  advantages 
to  be  gained  in  the  realm  of  things.  These  warnings 
were  not  offered  in  the  spirit  of  an  alarmist.  That 
was  not  the  approach  of  Jesus.  They  rather  sup- 
plemented His  constructive  suggestions  for  living  a 
free,  wholesome  life  in  which  the  objectives  in  the 
realm  of  the  spiritual  were  paramount  and  things  were 
incidental,  though  important  means  of  expressing 
the  spirit  which  was  found  in  man.  According  to 
Jesus,  when  men  are  moved  by  things  they  become 
restless  and  fear-bound.  This  state  of  mind  does  not 
make  for  Peace.  He  looked  upon  men  as  sons  of 
God  who  should  learn  how  to  move  things,  instead 
of  being  moved  by  them. 

Peace  is  a way  of  Life.  Therefore,  it  cannot  be  a 
mere  cessation  of  hostilities,  with  or  without  physi- 
cally mortal  combat.  Mere  fear  may  keep  two  op- 
ponents from  attacking  each  other.  They  may  call 
that  a state  of  peace,  but  that  is  not  the  Peace  which 
Jesus  had  in  mind  as  He  taught  men  how  to  live. 

The  more  one  studies  the  sayings  attributed  to 
Jesus  and  the  attitudes  which  He  displayed  through 
word  and  life,  the  more  one  is  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  to  Him  Peace  was  not  so  much  an  incident 
in  life  as  the  way  one  lived.  It  was  not  merely  a 
ray  of  light  from  the  sun,  but  the  sun  itself.  It 
was  not  something  abstract;  it  was  something  so 
real  that  life  without  it  was  not  to  be  thought  of  as 
still  belonging  within  the  realm  of  God. 

Jesus  evidently  saw  no  hope  for  a working  rela- 
tionship between  Peace  and  the  fears  of  men,  which 
made  them  become  angry  with  or  jealous  of  each 
other.  He  portrays  fear  as  a state  of  mind  utterly 
opposed  to  the  way  of  life  called  Peace. 

The  man  who  would  play  the  part  of  another,  i.e.  be 
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a hypocrite,  rather  than  live  the  life  which  God  had 
evidently  thought  for  him,  can  in  no  wise  be  looked 
upon  as  a man  of  Peace,  according  to  Jesus. 

He  challenged  men  very  earnestly  to  re-think  their 
self-centered  views  of  life  in  order  that  they  might 
escape  the  consequences  which  would  bring  them  re- 
morse and  not  Peace. 

He  seems  to  have  been  quite  anxious  that  men 
should  not  permit  their  emotions  to  sway  them.  He 
wanted  them  to  learn  to  use  their  emotions  for  the 
finest  kind  of  expression  of  human  character  in 
poise  through  the  spirit  of  Peace. 

He  was  deeply  concerned  that  men  should  not  allow 
the  possibilities  of  the  human  will  to  deteriorate  to 
the  point  where  it  becomes  a “hardening  of  the  heart,” 
stubbornness,  however  sanctimoniously  justified.  Such 
an  attitude  of  mind  is  too  often  used  as  a kind  of 
protection  against,  or  an  escape  from  duties  of  life 
as  made  clear  by  the  needs  about  us.  He  knew  full- 
well  that  such  an  abuse  of  the  human  will  could 
not  produce  Peace.  On  the  other  hand,  His  challenges 
to  set  one's  face  steadfastly  to  do  that  which  was 
clearly  a manifestation  of  the  will  of  the  Father,  in- 
dicate that  to  be  the  direction  in  which  lay  the  way 
of  life  which  makes  for  Peace. 

What  we  call  poise  in  Jesus  was  but  the  outward 
expression  of  what  He  called  Peace.  It  is  worth 
one’s  while  to  study  the  Gospels  carefully  in  order 
to  understand  that  side  of  the  life  of  our  Lord  more 
fully.  Any  careful  reader  will  notice  the  surprising 
poise  which  Jesus  manifested  on  many  occasions. 

In  the  presence  of  indifference,  misrepresentation, 
ingratitude,  and  cynical  hypocrisy  He  gave  evidence 
of  being  deeply  and  painfully  moved.  On  such  oc- 
casions He  spoke  very  plainly  but  with  such  poise 
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that  His  hecklers  feared  Him,  or  were  overawed  by 
something  about  Him  which  they  did  not  understand. 
Had  He  shown  uncontrolled  irritation  on  such  occasions 
they  would  have  felt  perfectly  at  home  and  would 
have  known  what  to  do.  They  would  have  tried  to 
make  life  unbearable  for  Him  and,  no  doubt,  would 
have  found  opportunity  to  do  away  with  Him  much 
earlier. 

The  spirit  of  the  opponents  of  Jesus  simply  did 
not  know  what  to  do  with  a man  who  could  face 
all  of  the  injustices  heaped  upon  Him.  Then,  with 
every  evidence  that  He  was  deeply  hurt,  quietly 
enter  into  a perfectly  calm  conversation  with  His 
Father,  ending  in  a most  reassuring  invitation  to  op- 
pressed people  to  come  to  Him  for  a cure  for  their 
ills  and  for  a new  and  hope  inspiring  view  of  life. 
Matthew  11:25-30. 

Whatever  we  may  desire  to  call  the  power  which 
Jesus  manifested  on  such  occasions,  it  reveals  the 
kind  of  power  which  He  evidently  had  in  mind  when 
He  spoke  of  Peace. 

It  is  this  very  poise,  so  often  revealed  without  even 
mentioning  the  subject  of  Peace,  which  has  attracted 
the  attention  of  many  thoughtful  people  to  Jesus. 
That  is  one  reason  why  we  so  often  find  persons  who 
are  deeply  interested  in  Him  without  being  nominally 
Christian.  Circumstances  seem  to  make  it  necessary 
for  them  to  continue  as  “secret  followers”  of  Him 
whose  way  of  life  attracts  them  with  a permanent 
grip.  History  is  full  of  instances  of  such  cases.  Many 
of  these  followers  became  pioneers  in  new  realms 
of  understanding  concerning  the  real  meaning  of  Jesus 
in  the  lives  of  men.  They  were  often  treated  as 
“rebels”  in  their  own  age  only  to  be  recognized  as 
“prophets”  after  they  had  finished  their  work.  It 
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is  also  interesting  to  note  how  many  of  these  be- 
came real  “makers  tot  Peace”  in  ways  which  the 
“common  people”  of  their  day  understood. 

Jesus  looked  to  the  future.  He  expected  great 
things  of  the  future.  His  dreams  of  the  future  dealt 
with  human  beings.  He  thought  of  a kingdom  of 
God  in  which  all  human  beings  should  have  a fair 
chance  to  grow  and  to  contribute  to  the  well-being  of  all 
mankind.  To  Him  God  was  the  Father  of  mankind. 
That  meant  that  there  should  be  a relationship  a- 
mong  people  comparable  to  family  life.  In  order 
to  have  that  kind  of  relationship  it  is  necessary  that 
there  should  be  His  kind  of  Peace. 

He  knew  full  well  that  people  as  He  found  them 
were  not  ready  to  constitute  such  a Kingdom  of  God 
as  He  had  in  mind.  For  that  reason  He  set  out  to 
teach  them.  Teachability  was  the  first  thing  He  ex- 
pected of  men.  He  called  His  followers  disciples, 
learners,  students.  He  took  the  attitude  that  His 
followers  should  be  free  men,  free  because  they  had 
learned  to  know  the  truth.  That  kind  of  freedom 
makes  men  free  from  those  things  which  rob  them  of 
poise  and  free  for  other  things. 
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I - Crowds 


One  of  the  first  things  which  Jesus  taught  His 
followers  to  be  free  from  was  "the  crowd”.  The  men 
of  His  day  had  not  been  taught  freedom.  They  were 
browbeaten  beings.  Governments  and  religious  au- 
tocracies vied  with  each  other  in  holding  the  common 
man  down.  It  is  little  wonder  that  His  day  was 
characterized  by  rebellion  and  license. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  how  often  Jesus  dealt  with 
individuals.  In  spite  of  His  great  mission — perhaps 
because  of  it — He  had  time  for  the  individual. 
This  gave  opportunity  for  expression  which  would 
not  have  been  possible  in  the  presence  of  numbers. 
People  were  often  surprised  at  the  ease  and  the 
frankness  with  which  Jesus  approached  them  as 
individuals.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  how  their 
attitudes  changed  from  a disturbed  frame  of  mind 
to  one  of  composure  and  alertness. 

One  of  the  first  lessons  which  Jesus  taught  His 
immediate  followers  was  that  a crowd  is  of  little 
importance.  He  had  a wonderful  setting  one  day 
near  the  foot  of  a mountain.  There  was  a great 
crowd  present,  just  the  kind  of  opportunity  which 
many  so-called  leaders  would  seek.  Instead  of  con- 
gratulating Himself  upon  the  opportunity  which  was 
at  hand,  Jesus  left  the  crowd  and  went  up  the  moun- 
tain side  so  rapidly  that  He  had  seated  Himself  be- 
fore His  immediate  followers  could  catch  up  with 
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Him.  He  said  nothing  about  the  crowd  then,  nor 
did  He  ever  condemn  a crowd  as  such,  but  His  at- 
titude toward  crowds  was  always  very  thought-pro- 
voking. Plainly  a crowd  was  not  an  asset  to  the 
work  of  Jesus.  He  never  sought  the  crowd,  but  He 
often  warned  men  against  it,  especially  immediately 
after  He  had  rendered  a great  service  to  some  indi- 
vidual. Jesus  clearly  and  repeatedly  intimated  that 
such  an  one  belonged  in  his  home,  among  his  people, 
and  not  in  the  atmosphere  of  a crowd.  A crowd 
does  not  develop  the  kind  of  relationships  which  Jesus 
sought  to  establish — it  does  not  make  for  Peace. 

Imagine  Jesus  trying  to  achieve  what  He  had  in 
mind,  in  the  light  of  the  “Sermon  on  the  Mount”, 
by  addressing  Himself  to  a milling  crowd!  Perhaps 
that  states  most  clearly  why  Jesus  seems  so  often 
to  have  discounted  the  crowds  of  His  day.  Not  only 
did  they  seem  unnecessary  to  Him;  they  seem  to  have 
appeared  to  Him  as  a positive  hindrance  on  many 
occasions.  In  other  words,  the  spirit  of  the  crowd 
and  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  did  not  fit  together.  The 
spirit  of  the  crowd  interfered  with  the  working  of 
His  Spirit  for  the  good  of  men. 

Jesus  was  frequently  moved  with  pity  as  He  be- 
held the  crowds  of  His  day.  They  appeared  to  Him 
as  sheep  without  shepherds;  as  blind  hordes  being 
led  by  blind  leaders,  as  people  in  dire  need  with  no 
one  to  help  them.  When  we  are  told  that  He  had 
pity  on  these  crowds,  we  are  given  to  understand  that 
He  was  deeply  moved.  The  term  used  means  a move- 
ment of  the  vital  organs  as  in  a deeply  emotional  exper- 
ience. This  makes  it  clear  that  there  was  no  antipathy 
on  the  part  of  Jesus  toward  groups  of  individuals,  cal- 
led crowds,  as  such.  During  that  last  terrible  week  in 
Jerusalem,  Jesus  exposed  Himself  to  the  crowd  in 
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order  that  individuals  might  have  an  occasion  to 
make  comparisons  and  reach  decisions  of  vital  im- 
portance  to  them,  but  He  did  not  yield  Himself  to 
the  crowd  for  He  knew  what  was  to  be  expected  of 
its  spirit.  The  so-called  trials  of  Jesus  and  the  cru 
cifixion  scene  bear  ample  evidence  to  the  fact  that 
His  judgment  regarding  the  crowd  was  correct  and 
that  there  is  no  hope  in  furthering  Peace  by  appeal- 
ing to  the  irresponsibility  of  crowds. 

Jesus  kindly,  but  firmly,  tried  to  lead  men  to  see 
that  Peace  requires  time  and  opportunity  for  growth. 
This  cannot  be  found  in  humanity  en  masse.  This 
fact  made  Jesus  so  anxious  that  beginners  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God  should  not  be  exposed  to  the  dangers 
of  the  crowd.  He  frequently  checked  the  impulse  of 
the  desire  for  grateful  expression  in  the  presence  of 
a crowd.  Men,  then  as  now,  were  inclined  to  want 
to  rush  out  into  the  whole  world  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  good  which  had  been  done  to  them.  Jesus  in- 
variably sent  them  to  a quiet  place  so  that  they 
might  have  time  to  think  matters  through  and  as- 
similate them.  In  other  words,  Jesus  discouraged 
all  shortcuts  in  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Men  were  to 
grow  into  and  within  this  atmosphere  of  Peace  so 
that  they  might  develop  the  needed  strength  and  ripe- 
ness for  the  real  service  which  they  were  to  render 
in  His  Realm.  That  kind  of  thing  could  not  be  ex- 
pected under  the  spell  of  crowds. 

One  wonders  how  the  disciples  may  have  felt  when 
Jesus  suddenly  rushed  up  the  mountainside,  away  from 
such  an  opportunity  as  they  saw.  Perhaps  that  was 
His  way  of  sifting  out  those  who  were  really  ready 
to  learn. 


2 - Learners 


A second  lesson  which  Jesus  taught  those  who  had 
manifested  a desire  to  learn  from  Him  was  that  of 
being  willing  to  recognize  one’s  own  needs.  He  wanted 
people  to  care  about  their  own  condition.  He  refer- 
red to  them  as  “poor  in  spirit”. 

Indifference  was  looked  upon  by  Jesus  as  one  of 
the  great  enemies  of  mankind.  People  who  did  not 
care  were  an  occasion  of  much  painful  concern  for 
Him.  He  wept  over  Jerusalem  because  her  people 
had  not  cared  for  that  which  would  have  been  good 
for  her  children.  He  seemed  to  feel  that  indifference 
was  a sign  of  a lack  of  faith.  His  whole  attempt  at 
reaching  the  minds  of  people  seems  like  a patient 
attitude  of  teasing  people  out  of  their  habitual 
thoughtlessness  and  indifference.  He  tried  in  many 
ways  to  persuade  men  to  give  God  a chance  to  fill 
in  what  was  lacking  in  their  lives.  They  were  to 
do  this  by  opening  themselves  up  to  God  through 
interest  in  and  concern  for  His  will.  That  would  lead 
to  a right  relationship  with  God,  and  to  Peace. 

Jesus  characterized  people  who  would  take  such  an 
attitude  as  the  kind  of  material  out  of  which  God 
could  develop  His  Kingdom.  The  Kingdom  of  God, 
according  to  Jesus,  does  not  belong  to  people  so  much 
as  it  is  made  up  of  them — they  are  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  provided  they  are  in  a right  relationship  with 
Him.  That  gives  them  the  Peace  of  God  which  sur- 
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passes  all  understanding.  In  this  sense  the  Kingdom 
of  God  is  not  subject  to  human  limitations.  Social 
distinctions,  such  as  Jesus  found  in  His  day,  had  no 
place  in  the  Kingdom,  as  He  thought  of  it.  Men 
would  come  from  the  east  and  the  west,  the  north 
and  the  south  as  those  really  belonging  to  the 
Father's  household.  He  seemed  thrilled  at  the  thought 
and  spoke  with  such  enthusiasm  about  it  that  the 
leaders  of  His  day  first  feared  and  then  condemned 
Him  for  it.  He  was  so  firmly  convinced  of  this 
position  that  He  acted  upon  it  as  the  perfectly  normal 
thing  to  do.  The  position  was  so  clearly  a part  of 
His  idea  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  that  He  wasted  no 
time  in  defending  it.  He  simply  acted  upon  it.  This 
sometimes  shocked  the  leadership  of  His  day.  Even 
members  of  His  own  family  and  of  His  inner  circle 
felt  that  He  was  going  too  far.  On  second  thought, 
they  might  have  realized  that  His  position  was  making 
for  the  Peace  they  sought  and  did  not  find.  While 
they  were  shocked  at  the  scene  which  was  enacted 
at  the  Sychar  well,  He  developed,  in  a broken  life, 
an  unmeasured  depth  of  tranquility  of  soul,  blended 
with  an  enthusiasm  for  others.  This  brought  blessings 
to  a whole  town  that  had  been  characterized  by 
social  strife  before.  National  and  racial  hatreds 
were  forgotten  when  men  and  women  followed  their 
social  outcast  No.  1,  as  they  “were  coming  to  Him"! 
John  4. 

One  wonders  what  the  angels  in  Heaven  were 
saying  that  day!  No  matter  what  our  guesses  might 
be  as  to  that,  this  much  should  be  clear — the  people 
of  Sychar  had  a taste  of  what  Jesus  meant  by  Peace. 
No  one  dared  raise  his  voice  in  objection  that  day, 
not  even  the  disciples  who  were  evidently  disturbed 
by  the  attitude  of  their  Master. 
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Jesus  faced  down-trodden,  brow-beaten  men  in  His 
day.  “Anathema,”  I condemn  you,  was  a word  which 
so  easily  and  so  hotly  passed  over  the  lips  of  nominal 
leadership  that  one  does  not  wonder  at  the  conditions 
found  among  the  common  people.  They  were  im- 
poverished in  body,  mind,  and  spirit.  Some  of  them 
turned  rebels;  others  collapsed.  Jesus  approached 
such  men  with  a word  of  hope  and  inspiration.  We 
translate  that  word  “blessed.”  It  really  is  a combi- 
nation of  congratulation  and  good  wishes  extended 
to  someone.  Imagine  the  effect  that  kind  of  attitude 
would  have  on  people  who  were  ground  between  the 
upper  millstone  of  the  Roman  Empire  and  the  nether 
millstone  of  the  Jewish  Sanhedrin! 

There  had  been  other  leaders  who  had  attempted  to 
inspire  the  people,  but  they  had  inspired  them  to 
rash  deeds  in  order  that  they  might  turn  the  tables 
of  power  in  their  own  direction.  Jesus  showed  them 
the  uselessness  and  the  danger  of  seeking  such  power 
at  all.  He  held  out  to  them  the  possibility  of  being 
above  the  temptations  of  the  fear-bound,  thing-mind- 
ed  civilization  in  which  they  had  grown  up. 

He  had  faced  the  full  possibilities  of  those  temp- 
tations immediately  after  His  public  commitment  to 
a God-centered  life.  Two  score  of  days  and  nights 
spent  in  deep  thought  about  what  His  public  com- 
mitment involved  had  left  Him  physically  exhausted. 
He  was  hungry.  Hungry  men  think  strange  thoughts, 
mostly  thoughts  of  self-preservation.  Jesus  was  no 
exception.  Why  not  use  His  power  for  Himself? 
Other  men  had  done  that  and  had  been  hailed  as 
great  leaders,  why  should  not  He?  The  suggestion 
looked  attractive  for  a moment,  perhaps,  but  it  broke 
with  the  first  comparison  of  its  spirit  with  that  of 
God.  That  meant  forfeiting  the  Peace  with  the 
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Father  which  Jesus  cherished  above  all  else.  From 
that  moment  the  suggestion  became  satanic  to  Him. 

A second  suggestion  held  out  to  Him  the  possibility 
of  attractive  leadership  by  playing  upon  the  weak- 
nesses of  people.  Why  not  waft  Himself  down  from 
the  pinnacles  of  the  Temple  into  the  presence  of  an 
anxiously  waiting  crowd?  Would  not  their  gulli- 
bility make  them  quick  and  subservient  followers? 
Would  not  the  God,  whose  Son  He  claimed  to  be, 
give  Him  promised  protection?  Jesus  looked  upon 
this  suggestion  as  an  insult  to  God.  God  was  Father 
to  Him,  the  loving  Being  who  had  created  human 
beings  in  His  own  image,  i.e.  with  the  capacities  to 
think  God's  thoughts  after  Him,  to  learn  to  feel 
about  life  and  its  possibilities  as  God  Himself  feels 
about  them  and  to  learn  to  blend  their  wills  with 
His  until  their  personalities  would  approach  their 
full  possibilities  through  a really  working  relationship 
with  God.  With  that  view  of  things  it  was  utterly 
unthinkable  for  Jesus  to  take  advantage  of  human 
beings  who  were  at  a disadvantage.  That  is  why 
He  looked  upon  this  suggestion  as  insulting  to  God, 
His  Father,  whom  He  had  only  recently  confessed  as 
the  center  of  His  interests  in  life. 

He  had  also  faced  the  third  of  the  triad  of  great 
human  temptations.  That  was  to  gain  possession  of 
that  which  most  interests  a thing-minded  humanity. 
The  full  force  of  this  suggestion  carries  with  it  a 
confusing  blend  of  an  interest  in  the  needs  of  men 
in  the  physical  realm,  and  of  the  desire  to  lead  them. 
The  argument  can  be  made  very  plausible.  Men  need 
things  and  many  of  them  do  not  have  enough  of 
the  things  which  they  need.  Perhaps  the  reason 
is  that  they  have  not  managed  well.  Evidently  they 
need  someone  who  knows  how  to  manage  such  affairs 
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better  than  they  do.  Therefore,  why  not  gain  pos- 
session of  things  and  give  them  to  the  people  as  they 
need  them?  That  would  make  one  a great  leader 
whom  the  people  would  follow  blindly.  If  any  did 
not  want  to  come  to  terms,  they  could  be  made  to 
do  so  by  withholding  from  them  that  which  they 
needed.  Jesus  promptly  met  this  suggestion  by  call- 
ing it  satanic  and  by  re-stating  His  allegiance  to 
God  with  emphatic  clearness.  How  could  anyone  ex- 
pect Him  to  pretend  that  He  was  honoring  God  when 
He  was  taking  advantage  of  human  beings  who  were 
at  a disadvantage?  That  was  no  way  to  try  to  develop 
them  into  the  kind  of  material  out  of  which  God 
could  build  His  Kingdom!  That  kind  of  procedure 
would  never  establish  a right  relationship  between 
men  and  God.  Such  methods  would  only  exalt  the 
leader  in  his  own  conceit  and  weaken  his  followers 
as  human  beings  destined  of  God  for  freedom  of 
growth  in  body,  mind  and  spirit.  In  that  direction 
there  can  be  no  Peace,  as  Jesus  thought  of  it. 


[19] 


3 - “Mourners” 


The  third  lesson  which  Jesus  taught  those  who  had 
evidenced  enough  interest  in  Him  to  be  called  His  learn- 
ers, was  that  of  dealing  with  the  “aching  voids”  of 
human  experience.  His  keen  observations  had  shown 
Him  how  deeply  affected  men  are  by  irreparable  losses. 
He  called  them  mourners.  However,  that  was  put- 
ting a new  content  into  a word  which  was  on  the 
lips  of  people.  There  was  a very  high  death  rate 
among  the  common  people.  Conscienceless  men  had 
commercialized  that  condition.  The  scene  in  the  house 
of  Jairus  is  but  the  ripe  fruit  of  the  seed  which  Jesus 
sowed  in  the  minds  of  His  followers  on  the  mountain 
top.  The  noise  of  the  professional  “mourners”  grated 
on  the  fine  sensibilities  of  Jesus  because  He  saw 
what  they  were  doing  to  a people  who  needed  to 
know  the  truth  in  order  that  they  might  become 
free  from  such  unholy,  though  socially  accepted, 
practices.  Mark  5:22-24,  35-43.  Luke  8:40,  41,  49-56. 

Jesus  did  not  deny  men  the  opportunity  to  feel 
their  losses  until  it  hurt,  but  He  insisted  that  the 
experience  should  lead  them  to  the  side  of  God,  not 
under  the  domination  of  self-seeking  men.  He  promised 
“comfort”  to  the  “mourners.”  This  word  “comfort” 
really  means  calling  to  one's  side.  That  makes  a 
comforter  a person  whom  one  can  call  to  one's  side, 
i.e.  a helper,  one  who  lifts  rather  than  one  who  adds 
to  one's  load,  as  did  the  professional  mourners  of 
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His  day.  That  also  makes  the  word  “mourner’’ 
mean  something  more  than  one  into  whose  house 
death  has  entered.  It  makes  of  him  one  who  cares 
about  his  losses.  That  makes  it  possible  for  some- 
one who  can  be  called  to  his  side  to  help  him.  What 
is  true  of  losses  may  also  be  true  of  that  which  is 
not  yet  achieved  in  one’s  life.  That  also  is  an  “ach- 
ing void”  which  can  only  be  “healed”'  by  the  help 
of  another,  and  only  when  the  one  who  experiences 
it  cares,  i.e.  opens  himself  up  to  the  one  who  stands 
ready  to  be  called  to  his  side. 

The  question  has  often  been  asked  why  Jesus 
should  have  congratulated  mourners,  called  them 
blessed.  The  reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  word  “mourner”  meant  more  to  Him  than  a 
person  who  had  been  called  upon  to  follow  the  re- 
mains of  one  dear  to  him  to  the  cemetery.  As  sug- 
gested above,  “mourner”  means  one  who  has  an 
“aching  void”  in  his  life.  That  means  immediate 
pain,  but  it  also  means  ultimate  hope,  if  he  cares. 
Since  this  is  true,  the  occasions  for  his  “mourning” 
may  be  found  anywhere  within  the  range  of  human 
experiences. 

The  youth  who  looks  forward  with  eager  devotion 
to  a life  of  service  needs  a “comforter”  quite  as 
much  as  one  who  is  called  upon  to  follow  the  remains 
of  a loved  one  to  some  “God’s  Acre.”  His  time  of 
preparation  may  mean  a period  of  great  anxiety,  or 
it  may  become  a time  of  growth  and  inward  poise 
which  make  for  the  development  of  real  leadership, 
as  Jesus  saw  it.  The  difference  lies  in  whether 
he  has  learned  to  call  upon  someone  who  can  and 
will  come  to  his  side — a “comforter.”  That  is  why 
Jesus  congratulates  those  who  fully  and  keenly  ap- 
preciate the  “aching  voids”  of  life  and  then  do  not 


become  death-minded  in  the  case  of  a funeral,  nor 
utterly  discouraged  in  the  case  of  an  unfulfilled  hope. 
Care  and  concern  alone  help  little  in  the  solution  of 
life's  problems,  but  care  and  concern  which  lead  one 
to  call  upon  those  who  can  see  further  than  we  can 
will  bring  the  necessary  personal  help  to  attain  that 
Peace  without  which  there  can  be  no  real  success 
in  human  life.  That  is  why  Jesus  congratulates 
the  “mourners.” 
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4 “The  Meek” 


A fourth  lesson  which  Jesus  taught  a few  men 
who  had  followed  Him  to  a quiet  spot  on  the  moun- 
tain, away  from  the  crowd,  was  the  value  of  trying 
to  find  one's  place,  and  to  fill  it  well.  He  used  the 
word  “meek”  in  speaking  of  such  people.  However, 
there  was  no  trace  of  referring  to  milk-and-water 
personalities,  such  as  most  men  seem  to  think  of 
when  the  word  “meek’’  is  used  of  anyone.  Jesus 
used  few  words  in  handling  this  subject,  but  those 
words  are  so  challenging  that  the  world  has  never 
grasped  their  full  significance.  This  is  true  largely 
because  men  have  never  tried  to  think  through  what 
Jesus  implied. 

The  “meek”  also  are  congratulated.  They  are  pro- 
mised “blessings.”  More  than  that,  they  are  promised 
the  “earth”  as  their  heritage.  The  former  of  these 
two  statements  is  usually  taken  as  a kind  of  stereo- 
typed phrase  which,  like  many  other  sayings  of 
Jesus,  is  looked  upon  as  very  nice  but  impractical 
in  a world  like  this.  The  latter  statement  is  usually 
treated  as  though  it  were  merely  an  extravagant 
phrase  used  to  buoy  up  the  spirits  of  the  “unfor- 
tunate,” a kind  of  “opiate”  frequently  used  by 
religionists. 

Unfortunately,  there  have  been  religionists  who  have 
used  statements  attributed  to  Jesus  in  the  perversive 
ways  suggested  above.  They  have  not  known  His 
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Spirit,  nor  His  Peace.  Neither  have  they  been  “com- 
forters’' to  those  in  real  need.  They  are  respons- 
ible for  much  of  the  misconception  concerning  religion. 
Jesus  called  such  “blind  leaders  of  the  blind”  and 
dangerous  “proselyters.” 

It  is  interesting  to  study  the  meaning  which  Jesus 
evidently  had  in  mind  when  He  congratulated  “meek” 
men.  When  He  found  such  there  seemed  to  be  no 
limit  to  the  possibilities  which  He  was  able  to  see 
in  them.  Matthew  at  the  toll  gate,  the  “good 
Samaritan,”  the  woman  at  the  Sychar  well,  the 
grateful  Samaritan  who  had  been  healed  from  leprosy, 
little  children.  Why  should  He  not  call  these  “bles- 
sed” when  He  realized  what  a new  and  vast  vista 
of  life  opened  its  doors  to  them  because  of  their 
responsiveness  to  God's  Spirit!  This  responsiveness 
made  meek  people  of  them. 

In  the  light  of  this  fact,  His  promise  does  not 
seem  so  unreasonable.  It  seems  so  only  to  the  un- 
reasoning. To  them  the  idea  that  the  “meek  shall 
inherit  the  earth”  has  always  been  a suggestion  be- 
neath their  contempt.  They  do  not  see  the  contrast 
between  their  own  hectic  grasping  for  a share  of  the 
earth  and  the  quiet,  persuasive  influence  of  that 
“hopeless  minority”  which  has  always  had  to  endure 
the  contempt  of  the  worldly  wise  and  then  has  gone 
on  and  advanced  civilization  as  far  as  it  has  really 
progressed.  The  men  who  curled  their  lips  in  con- 
tempt on  Jesus  have  been  forgotten,  except  for  the 
revelation  they  made  of  themselves  as  misfits  in  the 
realm  of  helpfulness  for  the  good  of  human  kind. 
On  the  other  hand,  even  those  who  do  not  profess 
Him  as  their  Leader,  especially  in  any  formal  way, 
if  they  are  thoughtful  at  all,  recognize  that  His  in- 
fluence has  made  an  undying  impression  upon  history 
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for  the  good  of  mankind.  This  is  true  in  spite  of 
the  lack  of  real  appreciation  on  the  part  of  many 
who  spend  more  time  in  defending  Jesus  than  in 
following  Him. 

To  “inherit  the  earth”  means  infinitely  more  than 
having  a warranty  deed  to  it  lying  in  some  vault. 
When  Jesus  used  a word  it  had  content.  When  He 
said  “earth”  He  included  what  belonged  to  it.  That 
meant  people,  not  only  as  well  as,  but  more  than 
rocks  and  trees.  If  anyone  wishes  to  play  safe  in 
fathoming  the  possible  implications  of  this  state- 
ment of  Jesus,  let  him  stay  at  home,  open  his  eyes 
to  what  is  happening  around  him  and  then  face  the 
facts.  He  will  probably  find  little  difficulty  in  re- 
cognizing the  essential  facts  in  the  following  incident 
which  occurred  in  our  Country. 

There  was  once  a man  whose  great  ambition  was 
to  possess  many  acres  of  fertile  land.  His  ambitions 
were  realized.  He  also  desired  positions  of  promi- 
nence. These  also  came  to  him  in  large  number. 
He  sat  in  the  councils  of  politicians  and  made  many 
quail  before  him.  He  was  elected  to  prominent  places 
in  the  religious  organizations  to  which  he  belonged. 
His  word  often  became  “law”  in  the  deliberations  of 
his  church.  He  was  elected  to  positions  of  power 
in  the  educational  system  of  his  community  and  used 
that  power  freely  to  the  sorrow  of  many.  Then  he 
died.  The  outstanding  impressions  on  the  day  of 
his  funeral  were  the  undertone  conversations  carried 
on  by  members  of  the  community  in  which  he  had 
lived  for  a generation,  and  the  embarrassment  of 
the  minister  who  sensed  clearly  the  danger  of  saying 
something  which  would  make  men  say:  “all  funeral 
sermons  are  lies!” 

In  the  same  community  there  lived  another  man, 
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His  great  ambition  was  to  live  so  that  men  might  trust 
him.  They  did.  He  desired  no  positions  of  prominence, 
but  others  elected  him  to  positions  of  trust.  He  did 
not  sit  in  the  councils  of  politicians.  He  dared  to  be 
an  independent  voter  in  an  age  when  that  was  con- 
sidered near-treason.  He  served  modestly  in  his 
church  and  never  lacked  an  opportunity  to  serve  to  the 
limit  of  his  ability.  Those  who  were  interested  in 
the  educational  advantages  of  the  nation  as  well  as 
their  community,  found  his  door  and  conferred  with 
him  gladly  and  without  fear.  He  also  died.  The 
people  of  the  same  community  gathered  in  the  same 
church  from  which  the  funeral  of  the  other  man  had 
been  conducted  several  years  before.  A stranger  who 
had  come  to  the  community  on  an  errand  demanding 
haste  found  that  he  could  gain  the  attention  of  no 
one.  He  went  to  the  church  where  the  funeral  was 
being  held.  Later  he  said:  “I  wish  I might  have 
known  that  man.  No  one  said  anything  to  me  about 
him,  but  I felt  that  the  friend  of  the  community  had 
died.” 

That  is  the  kind  of  thing  which  Jesus  had  in  mind 
when  He  spoke  of  “inheriting  the  earth.” 
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5 - Righteousness 


Jesus  knew  men,  women  and  children  to  whom 
the  words  hunger  and  thirst  had  real  meaning.  In 
suggesting  the  fifth  lesson  to  the  men  around  Him 
who  had  come  to  learn  from  Him  concerning  the 
way  of  life  that  day,  He  raised  the  question  of 
self-preservation  with  a new  meaning.  He  did  not 
blame  men  for  being  hungry  and  thirsty,  nor  did 
He  refer  to  their  condition  as  a mere  “mental  at- 
titude.’’ He  frankly  faced  the  fact  that  people  were 
hungry  and  thirsty.  Then  He  showed  how  even  so 
undesirable  an  experience  as  that  might  become  a 
seed-thought  for  greater  living. 

The  Hebrew  people  had  been  taught  the  value  of 
righteousness  from  the  beginning  of  their  history. 
The  word  had  been  used  in  many  ways  and  with 
varying  meanings.  Sometimes  these  meanings  had 
been  self-centered  rather  than  God-centered,  but  the 
people  had  been  taught  to  emphasize  righteousness. 
Jesus  also  faced  this  fact  as  He  sat  there  on  the 
mountain  top  trying  to  lead  a few  men  from  a lower 
to  a higher  level  of  thinking  concerning  the  realities 
of  life. 

If  men  would  only  become  as  anxious  about 
righteousness  as  they  are  about  food  and  drink  when 
they  are  hungry  and  thirsty!  May  we  remember 
that  He  was  not  talking  about  men  who  used  the 
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words  hunger  and  thirst  in  the  very  early  stages 
of  being  deprived  of  food  and  drink,  but  of  such 
who  suffered  more  or  less  constantly  from  a lack 
of  the  necessities  of  life.  With  that  in  mind,  one 
marvels  at  the  challenging  suggestion  which  Jesus 
made  on  this  occasion.  How  can  human  selfishness 
face  this  suggestion  and  continue  to  defend  its  position? 

This  challenge  of  Jesus  throws  a new  flood  of  light 
upon  the  way  in  which  He  tried  to  save  selfish  people 
from  cutting  themselves  off  from  God.  He  pitied 
such  men  much  more  than  he  condemned  them.  He 
warned  them  more  than  He  chided  them.  When 
cities  had  forgotten  their  lessons  in  righteousness  and 
were  ungrateful  for  the  good  which  He  had  done 
among  them,  He  pronounced  “woes”  upon  them. 
That  was  done  to  wake  them  up  to  the  dangers  which 
confronted  them.  Matthew  11:20-24. 

When  nine  out  of  ten  men,  whom  He  had  healed 
from  leprosy,  failed  to  show  any  gratitude,  He  was 
deeply  moved  for  their  sakes  but  did  not  forget  to 
encourage  the  one  man  who  had  returned  to  give 
thanks  to  God.  Luke  17:12-19.  His  three  stories  of 
“a  certain  rich  man”  constitute  a series  of  very 
thought-provoking  warnings  of  the  dangers  to  which 
thing-mindedness  is  sure  to  lead  men.  Luke  12:16-21, 
Luke  16:1-9  and  Luke  16:19-31.  He  was  concerned 
lest  such  men  would  fail  to  enter  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.  He  did  not  want  them  to  miss  their  oppor- 
tunities. He  wanted  them  in  the  Kingdom  of  God 
but  realized  full  well  that  they  could  not  “serve 
Mammon  and  God”  at  the  same  time,  i.e.  they  could 
not  make  thing-mindedness  their  first  interest  and  at 
the  same  time  be  deeply  enough  interested  in  God  to 
“seek  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His  kind  of 
righteousness.”  Matthew  6:33. 
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His  references  to  the  men  who  sought  positions 
of  honor  and  preferment  by  force  or  by  cunning  show 
how  sadly  Jesus  must  have  felt  about  spiritual  dis- 
integrations to  which  such  attitudes  must  lead.  He 
took  the  mask  off  of  such  self-deception  with  un- 
mistakable firmness  but  never  in  the  spirit  of  con- 
tempt. To  Jesus  self-righteousness  always  appeared 
as  a pitiful  caricature  of  what  God  had  in  mind  with 
men.  It  filled  Him  with  sorrow.  Matthew  23:1-14. 
Mark  12:38-37,  Luke  11:43-52,  20:45-47. 

He  said  less  about  righteousness  than  did  some 
of  the  other  teachers  of  His  day,  but  what  He  said 
was  of  vastly  deeper  importance,  because  it  was  a 
matter  of  a right  relationship  with  God,  which  meant 
the  Peace  of  a right  relationship  with  God  and  others. 

Righteousness,  as  Jesus  used  it,  implied  a proper- 
ly adjusted  life.  He  loved  the  “rich  young  ruler” 
who  came  running  to  Him  one  day.  The  young  man 
had  a fine  background.  His  training  had  been  ex- 
cellent; he  was  eager  to  satisfy  the  deeper  longings 
of  his  soul.  But,  alas,  his  soul  was  not  adjusted 
to  the  greater  interests  of  life!  He  went  away  sor- 
rowfully. No  one  questions  the  depth  of  sorrow 
which  was  in  the  heart  of  the  Master  as  Plis  eyes 
followed  the  retreating  figure  of  a young  life  which 
had  been  caught  so  early  in  the  snares  of  a thing- 
minded  philosophy  of  life.  Matthew  19:16-20,  Mark 
10:17-31,  Luke  18:18-30.  Contrast  this  scene  with  that 
on  the  cross.  Two  other  young  men  caught  in  the 
toils  of  putting  things  first  and  real  meaning  life  some 
time  thereafter.  These  men  had  reached  the  stage 
where  one  sees  the  outcome.  One  of  them  made  some 
very  discriminating  comparisons  between  the  two  of 
them  and  the  young  man  on  the  center  cross.  There 
was  a clear-cut  expression  of  the  desire  and  the  will 

[29] 


to  become  righteous,  i.e.  to  be  right  with  God.  The 
answer  came  equally  prompt  and  clear:  “Today!”  How- 
ever men  may  differ  in  their  interpretations  as  to 
the  rest  of  the  words  which  Jesus  used  on  this  oc- 
casion, there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  eagerness 
with  which  He  was  ever  ready  to  meet  anyone  who 
gave  evidence  of  a sincere  desire  to  come  right  with 
God.  There  was  no  gruelling  examination  concern- 
ing the  past;  there  were  no  domineering  demands 
made  upon  a man  who  had  awakened  to  the  fact 
that  his  life  was  a misfit  with  God  and  man;  there 
was  a depth  of  understanding  and  a warmth  of  wel- 
come which  could  be  resisted  only  by  a life  which 
had  become  deformed  through  the  hardening  influences 
of  selfishness  by  going  its  own  way  against  God  in 
the  light  of  better  knowledge. 

Jesus  congratulated  people  who  were  eager  enough 
for  a right  relationship  with  God  and  their  fellow 
human  beings  to  seek  for  that  kind  of  relationship 
as  hungry  men  seek  for  bread  and  thirsty  men  for 
water.  One  cannot  help  but  wonder  what  might 
have  happened  in  the  first  century,  A.D.,  if  men  had 
really  sensed  what  Jesus  had  in  mind  and  had  yield- 
ed themselves  to  His  encouragement. 

Jesus  did  not  stop  with  encouraging  men  in  general. 
He  very  specifically  promised  satisfaction  for  their 
desires.  “They  shall  be  filled’"  is  merely  suggestive 
of  what  Jesus  meant  to  convey  to  His  students.  He 
used  physical  terms,  but  He  included  the  mind  and 
the  spirit  with  the  body  in  His  promise.  He  had  a 
right  to  speak  thus.  Had  He  not  refused  to  make 
the  feeding  of  Himself  His  first  interest?  Was  He 
not  even  then  entering  upon  a short  but  very  event- 
ful career  of  meeting  and  satisfying  the  needs  of 
men  by  giving  them  bread  to  eat  to  the  full  of  their 
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needs,  and  to  spare;  by  giving  them  food  for  thought 
for  their  minds  and  spiritual  bread  and  water  for 
their  souls? 

To  Jesus  hunger  was  an  aching  void  to  be  dealt 
with  permanently  and  helpfully.  That  is  why  He  was 
so  deeply  moved  by  men  whose  needs  made  them 
unfit  to  live  their  lives  with  satisfaction  and  in 
Peace.  These  things  cannot  be  so  long  as  men  are 
hungry  without  the  promise  of  having  their  desires 
met.  To  Jesus  a promise  meant  a commitment  to 
its  fulfillment.  When  that  attitude  is  transferred  to 
men  who  have  committed  themselves  to  Him,  then 
there  is  Peace. 

Again  and  again  men  have  blamed  God  for  not 
having  brought  about  what  Jesus  tried  so  hard  to  estab- 
lish among  the  people  of  the  world.  Even  in  our  day 
we  hear  people  ask  rather  hotly  why  God  permits 
present  conditions  in  the  world,  or  why  He  does  not 
stop  them.  Let  us  face  the  facts  and  assume  our 
own  responsibility  before  we  blame  God. 

“In  time  of  peace  prepare  for  war”  was  a trite 
saying  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  the  World  War 
in  1914.  It  was  suggested  at  that  time  that  it  would 
at  least  be  equally  reasonable  to  say:  “In  time  of 
war  prepare  for  peace!” 

The  thing  that  seems  to  have  been  overlooked  then 
was  the  fact  that  this  favorite  slogan  said,  “prepare 
for  war!”  instead  of  saying  “against  war.” 

What  the  earlier  generations  taught,  this  genera- 
tion has  done.  It  has  prepared  for  war.  Unbelievable 
quantities  of  materials  were  sent  from  this  country  to 
Germany  after  the  publication  of  Hitler’s  declaration 
of  what  he  would  do.  Nobody  believed  for  a moment 
that  all  of  these  war  materials  were  being  bought 
and  shipped  to  Germany  for  fox  hunting.  We  be- 


lieved  that  it  was  good  business  and  did  not  see 
that  it  was  preparing  for  war.  When  the  day  came 
that  we  awoke  to  the  fact  that  it  might  become  our 
war  we  went  into  hysteria. 

What  is  true  in  the  case  of  Germany  is  no  less  true 
in  the  case  of  Japan.  A number  of  our  citizens  who 
had  spent  some  time  in  China  kept  telling  us  that 
the  scrap  iron  which  we  were  sending  to  Japan  would 
be  our  undoing  in  the  East.  We  saw  only  the  business 
advantages.  We  failed  to  see  the  inconsistency  of 
sending  doctors  to  China  to  heal  disease  and  then 
compel  them  to  busy  themselves  with  digging  shrap- 
nel out  of  the  bodies  of  Chinese — shrapnel  made  from 
scrap  iron  which  we  had  sent  over  to  Japan. 

We  were  preparing  for  war  but  nobody  could  tell 
us.  When  we  finally  realized  that  Japan  might 
threaten  to  use  some  of  our  transformed  scrap  iron 
against  us  we  again  went  into  hysteria.  We  talked 
much  of  preparing  against  war;  but  history,  if  faith- 
fully written,  will  tell  our  posterity  that  we  were 
really  preparing  for  war. 

There  is  no  use  pitying  ourselves  that  we  live  in 
an  age  of  war.  The  more  hysterical  we  become  this 
time  the  more  we  will  expose  our  folly,  and  pay  for 
it. 

We  need  to  learn  that  this  is  not  the  first  time 
that  a whole  generation  or  more  was  under  the  cloud 
of  war.  Jesus,  who  made  the  world's  outstanding 
contribution  to  peace,  was  born  and  reared  in  a gen- 
eration which  was  steeped  in  war.  He  was  not 
blind  to  the  facts  which  were  involved.  He  consis- 
tently sought  to  up-root  all  that  makes  for  war.  He 
endured  its  consequences  without  complaint  and  struck 
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at  the  heart  of  its  causes,  which  lie  within  the  realm 
of  that  which  humainity  can  control  if  and  when 
people  are  willing  to  be  reasonable  rather  than 
selfish. 


6 - Helpfulness 


The  sixth  lesson  which  Jesus  gave  to  His  small 
audience  on  the  mountain  top,  concerning  Peace  as 
a way  of  life,  is  closely  linked  to  the  fifth.  Men 
sometimes,  even  in  the  days  of  Jesus,  set  out  to 
satisfy  the  needs  of  others  in  ways  which  were  not 
helpful.  They  gave  for  their  own  glorification  rather 
than  out  of  the  heart’s  desire  to  help  to  satisfy  the 
needs  of  those  who  could  not  help  themselves.  Jesus 
assumed  that  those  who  were  interested  in  the  King- 
dom of  God  would  do  good.  “When  ye”  is  used  of 
the  giving  of  “alms,”  of  “prayer”  and  of  “fasting.” 
There  seemed  to  be  no  question  about  the  willingness 
of  those  who  were  following  the  Way  of  Life,  which 
means  Peace,  to  do  good,  to  keep  in  a worshipful 
touch  with  God  and  to  take  a sacrificial  attitude, 
i.e.  to  pay  the  price  necessary  to  live  the  kind  of 
life  for  which  this  attitude  calls. 

Jesus  never  discouraged  a good  deed,  but  He  fre- 
quently made  it  clear  that  a deed  is  not  good  enough 
if  it  humiliates  the  person  for  whose  good  it  was 
supposedly  done.  He  tried  to  make  men  realize  that 
when  they  wish  to  help  a human  being  they  must 
do  it  in  a way  which  builds  up  more  than  it  destroys 
human  relationships.  If  sheep  and  oxen  and  donkeys 
deserved  considerate  treatment,  then  human  beings 
certainly  deserved  no  less.  Mercy,  as  Jesus  thought 
of  it,  dare  never  be  a kind  of  condescending  superi- 
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ority  attitude  of  self-congratulating  generosity.  Mercy 
means  to  be  sympathetic  with  the  person  with  whom 
you  are  dealing.  Then  his  condition  will  become 
clear  enough  to  you  so  that  you  can  help  without 
doing  injury  to  the  human  being  involved.  That 
kind  of  attitude,  despite  the  differences  due  to  the 
accidents  and  incidents  of  life,  opens  the  way  to  a 
working  relationship  between  people,  which  may  well 
be  thought  of  as  the  kind  of  Peace  which  Jesus  had 
in  mind. 

When  men  lose  what  is  implied  by  mercy,  they 
become  hard  and  ruthless.  This  fact  gave  Jesus 
much  concern.  He  was  mindful  of  what  happened 
to  the  unmerciful  as  well  as  of  the  fate  of  their  vic- 
tims. Luke  16:19-31.  One  has  the  feeling  that  the 
life  of  such  a man  lacks  that  primary  quality  which 
Jesus  tried  so  persistently  to  develop  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  showed  any  inclination  whatsoever  to 
learn  of  Him.  Call  it  peace  of  mind,  if  you  like. 
However,  underneath  you  will  find  something  which 
includes  the  whole  range  of  human  living  in  many 
and  most  vital  ways. 

Jesus  relates  the  idea  of  mercy  with  that  of  for- 
giveness. The  more  one  tries  to  follow  His  thought 
through  in  this  field,  the  more  one  realizes  that 
mercy  and  forgiveness  are  but  two  aspects  of  the 
same  human  problem.  Too  often,  especially  in  this 
realm  of  mercy  forgiveness,  men  have  forgotten  that 
a problem  is  something  which  can  be  solved — an 
opportunity.  That  has  led  them  to  treat  the  particular 
experience  as  a difficulty  to  be  evaded.  The  very 
restlessness,  dissatisfaction,  and  lack  of  inward  peace 
which  that  has  brought  into  their  own  lives  has  made 
them  only  the  more  afraid  of  and  merciless  and  unfor- 
giving toward  their  fellow  human  beings  for  whom  they 
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felt  some  sense  of  responsibility. 

Jesus  went  so  far  as  to  imply  that  the  merciless 
man  made  it  impossible  for  God  Himself  to  be  merci- 
ful with  him.  In  other  words,  the  man  who  makes  a 
fist  toward  his  neighbor  cannot  at  the  same  time 
have  his  hand  open  in  order  to  receive  the  blessings 
of  God.  God  is  not  resentful  toward  the  merciless 
man  and  his  unforgiving  spirit.  He  is  sad  because 
He  is  of  necessity  prevented  from  showing  mercy 
toward  such  an  one.  Any  one  who  gives  the  matter 
a second  thought  can  readily  see  that  in  such  life 
there  can  be  no  Peace.  Jesus  epitomized  the  King- 
dom of  God  as  follows:  “Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord, 
thy  God,  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy  strength; 
and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.”  Matthew  22:34-40, 
Mark  12:28-34.  All  that  this  statement  implies,  is 
ruled  out  of  the  life  of  a man  who  has  “hardened 
his  heart”  against  his  fellow  human  beings.  In  such 
life  there  can  be  no  Peace,  as  Jesus  thought  of  it. 

As  in  His  previous  seedthought  pronouncements, 
Jesus  extends  a word  of  congratulation  and  good  will 
toward  the  one  who  seriously  undertakes  to  walk  in 
the  way  of  Peace  by  being  merciful,  i.e.  sympathetic 
with  and  forgiving  toward  his  neighbors. 
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7 - “Coming  Clean” 


In  the  seventh  lesson  in  the  ways  of  Peace,  Jesus 
set  forth  in  one  brief  sentence  a beautiful  tribute 
and  a heart-searching  challenge. 

“Pure”  means  clean,  spotless,  blameless!  These 
words  should  need  no  commentary.  Perhaps  the  boy 
who  came  to  a speaker  after  he  had  listened  to  an 
address  of  the  latter  on  the  subject,  “The  Blessed- 
ness of  the  Pure  in  Heart,”  made  a real  contribution 
when  he  said:  “Say,  Mister,  I know  what  you  mean 
by  pure  in  heart.  That  means  for  me  to  come  clean!” 
One  rather  feels  that  Jesus  would  have  given  His 
whole-souled  approval  to  that  interpretation  of  what 
He  had  said.  We  call  these  sayings  of  Jesus  Beati- 
tudes, beautiful  sayings.  This  twelve  year  old  boy 
thought  of  clean,  beautiful  living.  Why  should  Jesus 
not  want  to  congratulate  the  inner  movements  of  the 
heart  of  such  an  one! 

The  promise  which  is  involved  in  this  statement, 
which  Jesus  set  forth  so  briefly,  is  no  less  thought- 
provoking  than  the  ideal  which  He  set  before  the 
minds  of  men.  “They  shall  see  God!”  To  “see” 
means  to  behold,  become  aware  of,  understand.  This 
requires  no  academic  analysis  of  God.  It  simply 
means  that  those  who  “come  clean”  with  God  shall 
enter  upon  an  unclouded  relationship  with  HIM! 
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It  seems  to  have  taken  some  of  the  men,  who  first 
heard  these  astonishing  words  from  the  lips  of  Jesus, 
a long  time  to  realize  the  full  import  of  what  they 
had  heard.  A generation  or  so  later  they  began  to 
wake  up,  as  it  were,  and  come  to  a fuller  realization 
of  what  Jesus  had  in  mind.  It  is  rather  interesting 
to  note  with  what  persuasive  emphasis  the  writers 
of  the  New  Testament  reflect  both  the  challenge  and 
the  promise  which  Jesus  gave  them  as  artfully  and 
purposefully  as  one  sows  a seed  in  the  garden. 

If  the  leaders  of  Jesus’  day  had  been  clean  in 
body,  mind  and  spirit,  they  would  not  have  stressed 
the  letter  of  the  Law  to  the  point  where  they  charged 
Him  with  being  a law-breaker.  They  would  have 
“seen”  that  the  object  of  the  Law  lay  in  its  fulfill- 
ment in  the  lives  of  men  rather  than  in  the  mere 
“keeping”  of  it.  They  would  have  emphasized  justice 
more  than  sacrifices.  They  would  have  lived  lives  of 
love  instead  of  lives  of  lust  and  would  have  paid 
more  attention  to  the  building  up  of  a true  home 
spirit  than  they  did  to  casuistic  arguments  about  the 
laws  of  divorce.  They  would  have  told  the  truth  in- 
stead of  trying  to  hide  their  disintegrated  lives  be- 
hind words  which  once  had  meaning  but  which,  on 
their  lips,  became  hollow  mockery  of  the  most  blas- 
phemous kind.  These  men  would  not  have  deceived 
themselves  so  pitifully  under  the  false  impression 
that  they  were  considered  holy  men  by  the  people 
around  them.  Neither  would  they  have  placed  their 
own  “traditions”  before  what  was  really  said  in  the 
“Law  and  the  Prophets.”  It  is  no  wonder  that  they 
persecuted  Him  to  an  end  where  it  took  the  most 
inflamed  kind  of  imaginings  to  satisfy  their  lust  for 
revenge.  The  kind  of  history  which  these  men  made 
is  a clear  revelation  of  what  must  be  expected  from 
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those  whose  lives  are  devoid  of  that  Peace  which 
Jesus  took  for  granted  in  those  who  were  willing  to 
learn  from  Him,  and  to  follow  Him. 

One  cannot  help  but  wonder  what  these  same  men 
might  have  accomplished  if  they  had  "come  clean” 
with  God  and  their  neighbors.  Once  every  one  of 
them  had  been  an  innocent  child.  Most,  if  not  all, 
of  them  had  had  an  opportunity  of  learning  to  know 
some  of  the  best  principles  which  had  ever  been 
offered  for  digestion  by  the  thoughts  of  men.  There 
were  some  very  keen  minds  among  them.  Then 
why  did  they  not  come  clean?  Because  they  pre- 
ferred to  lead  self-centered  lives  and  "save  face”  rather 
than  to  lead  God-centered  lives  and  have  Peace! 
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8 - Peace 


When  Jesus  finally  used  the  word  “Peace,”  one  is 
not  surprised  at  the  content  which  He  gives  it.  In 
the  light  of  His  whole  attitude  on  the  subject,  Jesus 
evidently  meant  “one  who  makes  for  Peace”  when 
He  spoke  of  “peacemakers.”  That  lays  out  before 
mankind  a program  of  living  rather  than  a rule  for 
incidental  conduct.  That  does  not  leave  much  room 
for  mere  argument  about  what  one  would  do  in  times 
of  war.  It  lays  a very  heavy  emphasis  upon  the 
kind  of  man  I am  becoming  in  times  of  so-called 
peace  as  well  as  in  times  of  so-called  war.  The  word 
“so-called”  is  used  deliberately  here.  This  is  done 
with  one  of  the  earlier  paragraphs  in  mind  where 
Peace  is  called  a way  of  life.  In  a day  when  we 
have  wars,  in  their  most  ruthless  forms,  very  poorly 
concealed  under  euphemistic  diplomatic  terms,  one 
can  readily  understand  why  we  need  to  prefix  many 
words  of  which  we  once  though  we  knew  the  meaning 
by  “so-called.”  J We  may  yet  learn  that  a thing  is 
what  it  is  and  not  what  someone  chooses  to  call  it. 

The  times  in  which  we  live  also  emphasize  the 
meaning  of  Jesus  when  He  spoke  of  those  who  make 
for  Peace.  One  hopes  that  the  many  studies  of  the 
“Causes  of  War”  may  lead  to  the  kind  of  living 
that  makes  for  Peace  where  we  are.  Jesus  seems 
to  have  been  much  less  concerned  about  the  fulmi- 
nations  of  Caesar  than  He  was  by  the  fact  that  mem- 
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bers  of  His  own  inner  circle  took  themselves  so 
seriously  as  to  quarrel  about  who  should  be  the 
“greatest”  in  the  “Kingdom  of  Heaven,”  when  their 
very  attitude  showed  that  they  did  not  understand 
greatness  in  the  light  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
at  all.  Their  attitude  made  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
mean  little  more  than  the  resurrection  of  a political 
organization  which  had  lost  its  standing  more  than 
half  a thousand  years  before. 

Jesus  called  Herod  an  “old  fox”  in  a setting  that 
makes  one  see  both  the  humor  and  the  tragedy  of 
the  situation  as  seen  from  the  view-point  of  the 
one  who  is  above  the  fears  of  disintegrated  men. 
Herod,  with  all  of  his  political  machinations,  troubled 
Jesus  much  less  than  did  the  hot-headedness  of  John 
and  James.  Years  later,  when  these  two  men,  and 
some  of  their  associates,  caught  more  clearly  what 
Jesus  had  in  mind,  they  became  real  makers  for 
Peace.  They  became  less  complacent  with  themselves, 
but  they  caught  the  challenge  of  a divine  unsatis- 
faction with  things  as  they  were  so  fully,  that  they 
undertook  many  heroic  moves  in  order  that  things 
might  become  more  nearly  as  they  ought  to  be. 

Peace,  like  any  other  factor  in  human  living,  takes 
time  to  grow.  That  growth  must  begin  at  home. 
We  must  be  makers  for  Peace  within  ourselves,  in 
our  own  homes,  in  our  own  neighborhoods  before  we 
can  hope  to  be  makers  of  world  Peace,  as  Jesus 
thought  of  it.  When  one  has  truly  become  a maker 
for  Peace,  no  one  can  foretell  what  opportunities  will 
be  open  to  him  to  prevent  wars,  declared  or  unde- 
clared, strikes,  social  and  political  tensions  and  other 
occasions  for  conflict.  More  than  once  have  govern- 
ments turned  to  men  of  Peace  in  times  of  dire  dis- 
tress to  have  them  settle  what  could  not  be  done  by 


diplomats.  Every  one  whose  eyes  are  open  to  the 
real  powers  which  make  neighborhoods  and  nations 
safe  will  have  had  occasion  to  learn  what  one  man 
expressed  of  another  after  observing  him  for  less 
than  a year  during  the  early  months  of  the  World 
War  when  he  said:  'This  man  has  become  a great 
revelation  to  me.  In  every  situation  in  which  we 
have  had  to  face  difficulties  together  I have  found 
him  a man  whose  very  presence  helped  to  smooth 
the  troubled  waters.”  Perhaps  Jesus  would  also  call 
that  "making  for  Peace.”  I dare  say  that  no  one 
placed  a medal  upon  the  chest  of  the  man  referred 
to,  but  his  influence  was  definitely  and  practically 
felt  by  a group  of  men  representing  seven  nationali- 
ties, two  of  which  were  then  at  war  and  all  of  which 
have  been  engaged  in  mortal  combat  since  then. 

"I  congratulate  those  who  make  for  Peace!” 
Why?  Because  they  belong  to  the  household  of  God, 
not  as  slaves  but  as  children.  Men  shall  recognize 
them  as  such,  even  as  did  the  Roman  centurian  at 
the  cross  of  Jesus  Himself  only  a few  years  after 
these  words  were  spoken.  Why  should  those  who 
make  for  a more  wholesome  working  and  living 
relationship  between  human  beings  not  be  called 
"sons”  of  God?  Do  they  not  DO  the  will  of  God  more 
effectively  than  those  who  would  dictate  to  others 
what  they  may  do  or  what  they  may  believe? 
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9 - Difficulties 


In  His  ninth  lesson  on  Peace,  Jesus  frankly  faced 
the  question  which  always  rises  to  the  lips  of  those 
who  wonder  about  how  they  can  hope  to  meet  the 
difficulties  involved  in  the  consideration  of  ideals.  He 
realized  the  seriousness  of  this  difficulty  so  fully 
that,  for  the  first  time,  He  spoke  in  the  second  per- 
son, i.e.  He  addressed  Himself  directly  to  the  men  to 
whom  He  had  been  speaking.  He  minced  no  words 
about  the  kind  of  difficulties  men  would  have  to  ex- 
pect if  they  really  sought  to  live  their  lives  in  right 
relationship  with  God  and  their  fellow  men. 

No  one  under  normal  conditions  feels  attracted 
to  a course  which  leads  to  being  pursued,  persecuted, 
dogged  with  malice.  It  takes  a great  deal  of  moral 
stamina  to  be  willing  to  be  ostracized  vigorously  for 
the  sake  of  right.  Jesus  did  not  minimize  this  fact. 
He  knew  full  well  what  the  world  has  to  offer  any- 
one who  dares  rise  above  its  accepted  levels. 

His  expression  of  congratulation  is  even  more 
emphatic  than  before.  Twice  does  He  use  the  ex- 
pression “blessed.”  For  the  second  time  He  refers  to 
the  fact  that  He  has  in  mind  people  whom  God  can  use 
in  building  up  His  Kingdom.  That  was  encouraging 
to  anyone  who  loved  God.  He  also  made  it  clear  that 
there  might  be  persecution  upon  which  He  could  not 
bestow  His  “blessings.”  Someone  might  get  into 
trouble  because  of  his  selfish  conduct.  The  perse- 
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cution  which  naturally  followed  would  not  come  under 
the  kind  which  comes  when  one  is  persecuted  for 
righteousness  sake.  That  also  would  be  encouraging 
to  anyone  who  had  any  sense  of  honor. 

This  kind  of  experience  has  always  led  men  to  see 
that  Jesus  dealt  with  real  situations  and  has  made 
them  realize,  sooner  or  later,  that  ideals,  in  the  sense 
in  which  Jesus  evidently  thought  of  them,  are  ideas 
made  real.  That  always  costs  something,  but  it  is 
worth  more  than  it  costs.  Therein  lies  the  solution  of 
the  problem  which  confronts  the  beginner  upon  the 
way  of  life  which  leads  to  Peace. 

To  make  sure  that  His  listeners  would  not  under- 
estimate this  cost,  Jesus  continued  to  enumerate  the 
kind  of  opposition  which  they  would  have  to  expect 
from  men  to  whom  they  had  a right  to  look  for 
better  things.  He  foresaw  that  there  would  be  those 
who  would  stoop  to  the  level  of  reproaching,  revil- 
ing and  upraiding  His  followers.  He  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  there  were  those  who  would  not 
hesitate  to  say  all  kinds  of  evil  things  about  those 
who  dared  to  take  ideals  seriously,  that  they  would 
go  so  far  as  to  lie  in  order  to  back  up  what  they 
had  said.  He  knew,  more  fully  than  those  who 
listened  to  Him  that  day,  that  that  kind  of  experience 
does  not  appeal  to  anyone.  That  is  especially  true 
when  one  has  attuned  the  sensibilities  of  his  life  to 
the  finer  things. 

In  the  light  of  all  this  Jesus  became  more  en- 
thusiastic than  ever  in  the  encouragements  which  He 
held  out  to  the  men  around  Him.  They  were  to  “re- 
joice and  be  exceeding  glad”  when  such  things  befell 
them.  He  assured  them  that  their  reward  would  be 
great  in  heaven.  In  the  light  of  what  He  said  about 
the  Kingdom  of  God  later,  this  evidently  did  not 
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merely  refer  to  rewards  to  be  expected  after  death. 
The  emphasis  is  on  the  fact  that  they  would  not  be 
asked  to  pay  a price  without  getting  returns  which 
fully  warranted  all  the  cost  involved.  As  a final 
word  of  encouragement  Jesus  assured  them  that,  if 
they  maintained  their  newly  found  ideals  in  the  face 
of  persecution,  ridicule,  slander  and  falsehood,  because 
they  wanted  to  be  right  with  God,  they  really  belonged 
in  the  ranks  of  the  “prophets’'  who  were  ahead  of 
them  in  time  and  far  above  them  in  station,  accord- 
ing to  the  generally  accepted  opinion  of  men. 

One  cannot  help  wondering  why  Jesus  made  such 
an  apparently  extravagant  statement  in  this  connection. 
Demagogues  have  frequently  done  that  kind  of  thing. 
He  was  no  demagogue.  He  avoided  the  crowds  which 
are  fertile  soil  into  which  demagogues  sow  their  seed. 

Perhaps  the  Master  was  a greater  teacher  than 
His  most  enthusiastic  admirers  have  ever  realized. 
We  speak  of  the  adolescent  age  as  the  hero-worship- 
ping age.  In  adolescence  one  is  beginning  a new  kind 
of  growth.  That  is  also  true  of  anyone  who  has  be- 
gun to  transfer  his  concept  of  reality  from  the  things 
which  he  can  hold  in  his  hands  to  the  ideas  which 
can  inspire  his  inner  and  more  real  life.  Perhaps 
that  was  why  Jesus  gave  His  discussion  concerning 
difficulties  this  final  touch  of  hero-worship.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  Jesus  used  almost  as  many 
words  for  the  cost  involved  as  He  had  used  for  the 
seven  foregoing  “Beatitudes.”  Yet  there  was  no  word 
of  alarm  or  of  fear.  The  whole  tone  of  what  He  said 
on  this  very  practical  subject  is  that  of  courage,  of 
conviction,  of  radiant  expectation  and  joyful  antici- 
pation, without  self-deception. 

And  in  that  direction,  Jesus  would  have  us  believe, 
lies  the  way  of  life  which  means  Peace! 
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10  - Influence 


There  is  a tenth  lesson  on  Peace  which  is  worthy 
of  our  attention.  Jesus  announced  to  His  listeners 
that  He  expected  them  to  be  willing  to  play  their 
part.  He  looked  upon  them  as  necessary  to  the  well- 
being of  humankind, — as  necessary  as  salt  is  for  food 
and  as  light  is  for  the  daily  walks  of  life.  Again, 
that  sounds  extravagent.  If  they  were  inclined  to 
look  at  the  matter  thus  that  day,  the  days  which 
followed  taught  them  to  understand  Him  better.  This 
was  no  appeal  to  self-elation.  Anything  but  that.  It 
was  an  appeal  to  a correct  appreciation  of  one’s  place 
in  life  after  one  had  started  following  the  Way  which 
means  Peace  for  all  mankind. 

Jesus  did  not  overlook  the  danger  of  being  mis- 
taken. He  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  “salt” 
may  lose  it  power  and  be  thrown  into  the  street  be- 
cause it  has  become  valueless.  Today  He  would  prob- 
ably say  that  it  would  be  carried  to  the  junkheap. 
In  other  words,  if  one  has  started  on  this  way  and 
loses  his  idealism,  he  becomes  as  useless  in  the  economy 
of  God’s  Kingdom  as  junk  is  in  the  average  house- 
hold. A most  thought-provoking  suggestion  and  warn- 
ing! 

Jesus  also  took  care  to  emphasize  the  need  of  good 
judgment  in  connection  with  the  possibilities  with 
which  men  become  endowed  when  they  accept  the 
orderly  arrangements  for  really  worthwhile  living. 
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It  meant  something  for  an  Oriental  in  the  days  of 
Jesus  to  prepare  the  necessary  light  for  his  home. 
What  folly  it  would  be  for  him  to  go  to  all  of  that 
trouble  to  have  light  in  his  home  and  then  place 
the  “lamp”  under  some  object  which  would  shut  out 
the  very  light  he  had  sought.  As  the  “lamp”  was 
not  prepared  for  its  own  sake,  so  are  they  who  re- 
ceive the  light  of  their  lives  from  God  to  reflect  that 
light  so  that  others  may  receive  the  benefit  and  be 
grateful  to  the  Author  of  their  blessings.  In  that 
direction  lies  Christian  Peace! 
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FAREWELL 


Thanks  to  you,  kind  Reader,  for  having  shared  with 
me  a thought  which,  throughout  the  years  of  ponder- 
ing it,  has  meant  much  to  me. 

Perhaps  you  can  achieve  what  I have  dreamed  of 
doing  toward  its  realization. 

I,  the  author-host,  trust  that  this  presentation  may 
have  been  suggestive  and  inspiring  enough  so  that 
you  will  want  to  share  this  great  thought  of  PEACE — 
The  Way  of  Life  for  ALL  Mankind,  according  to 
Jesus,  with  many  others  in  a most  helpful  and  attrac- 
tive way. 

In  all  that  you  undertake  for  the  good  of  man- 
kind, in  whatsoever  way  you  may  do  it,  may  you 
indeed  fare  well! 
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